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Legend: 

 

Anything inside the black boxes are ‘nic-names’ our family used and the results of research I did. 

Plain text outside the box is from the book referenced above. 

Grey shaded text outside the box is additional material I have provided. 

 

Island #1 – “Green Island” 

This island is shown as “Dean” on the plan of subdivision for the cottage and is shown as 

“William” on the BURMA road users map. 

William Island (previously Dean Island) @ west end of the lake 

• 1908: John G. Dean purchased from the Crown 

• 1936: Poling family purchased 

• Virgil Poling added a west facing cottage and artist’s studio to an existing ice house 

• 1949: Williams purchased 

 

Island #2 – “Round Island” 

This island is shown as “McGill” on the plan of subdivision for the cottage. 

McGill Island  

• 1908: Robert McGill purchased from the Crown [original location of the hunt camp? 

Relocation to the hunt camp?] 

• Manning purchased 

• Wilson purchased 

• Thompson purchased 

• Vector purchased 

• 1965: Robert and Rita Barr purchased 

 

Island #3 – “Sibthorpe’s” 

This island is shown as “Downer” on the plan of subdivision for the cottage. 

Downer Island  

• 1908: Wm. M. Downer purchased from the Crown 

• Reverted to the Crown 

• 1935: Wm. M. Downer purchased from the Crown 

• 1960: Sibthorpe family purchased 

 

Island #4 – “Christian Island” 

This island is shown as “Sill’s” on the plan of subdivision for the cottage. 

Sill’s Island (previously Snake Island) 

• 1908: Dorlon L. Sills purchased from the Crown  

• Reverted to the Crown  

• 1929: Wm. M. Downer purchased from the Crown 

• 1955: Robinson’s from Rochester purchased 

• 1971: Aitken family purchased 

 

 



Island #5 – “Big Island” 

This island is shown as “Davis” on the plan of subdivision for the cottage. 

Austin Island (previously Davis Island) near Austin Island Channel 

• 1908: Wm. K. Davis purchased from the Crown 

• Reverted to the Crown 

• 1924: James L. Smith purchased from the Crown 

• 1925: Prince and Austin families purchased 

• 1938: Boston family purchased part of the island 

• 1946: Austins bought out the Bostons 

• 2006: Still owned by Austin family 

 

Land across from Austin Island 

• 1945: Jack May purchases 

• John and Ann Wharrick (Jack May’s grandparents purchase the easterly half of the 

original land claim reject by the Crown as too large) 

• 1949 John and Ann Wharrick build a cottage (cabin) 1 opposite Austin Island 

• May’s build a cottage 2 

• The three sons (Jack, Bob, Doug) of Gladys and Reuben May have also built cottage or 

homes on this property 

 

Island #6 – “Sybil’s” 

This Island is shown as “Sybil” on the plan of subdivision for the cottage. 

Sybil Island 

• 1898: Clarence Bell purchased from the Crown and named the island after his wife 

“Sybil” 

• Fred Bolton built a two storied log building on the island for Bell 

• 1921: Herbert Holt (Boer War vet) purchased 

• Fellow Boar War vets = Jack Dean, Andrew Lewis 3, Bob Herrick, Tom Ingham 

• Some paying guests came to Mr. Holt’s “lodge” to fish and holiday 

• Sybil Island remained in the Holt family 

• Circa 1975: property was listed for sale (not sure if it sold at this time) 

• 2002: sold  

 

Four Points (including Sandy Cove point) 

• 1908: Clarence Bell purchased from the Crown 

 

Sandy Cove Point 

• 1928: Richard Britton visits Holt’s lodge 

• 1929-1932: Richard Britton and family camp on Sandy Cove point 

• 1932: Hilda (Magill) Dean purchased from Bell 

• Cottage erected 

 
1 Still standing as of 2006 
2 Still standing as of 2006 
3 As of 2006 Bill Lewis (Andrew Lewis’s son) still owns other properties and cottages on the lake 



• Circa 1946: Mr. Boston purchased from Hilda (Magill) Dean 

• Boston’s granddaughter (Pat Kennedy) now owns the property 

 

Other Three points 

• 1933: Alfred and Dorthy Northcott purchased the other three points from Bell 

• 1933: Alfred Northcott and his son John build a cottage on one of the points 

• 1959: second cottage constructed for Dorthy (Northcott) Hill 

• Third cottage built for Victor Northcott 

 

Eel’s Creek 

• 1932-1950: Britton family continue to camp on the lake 

• 1951: Britton family purchased property and built a cottage near the headwater of Eel’s 

Creek 

• Son Arthur Britton built next to his parents 

• Sons Fred Britton and Richard Britton bought Crown land on the north shore 

 

Other Crown Land Lots 

• 1950’s: Became available from the Crown 

 

Other milestones 

 

The Lake as Whole 

• 1821: named Beaver Lake 

• 1822 or before: named Cedar Lake 

• 1861 or before: named Big Cedar Lake 

• 1938: named Burleigh Lake 

• 1952: named Big Cedar Lake 

• 1958: Hydro was introduced  

• 2001: Oak trees hit with draught and tent caterpillars 

• 2007: very heavy snowfall  

• 2010: beaver dam(s) broke north of lake (causing exceptionally high spring water levels) 

 

East end of the Lake 

• 1880’s: Fred Bolton cleared property (lot 9 in the 3rd concession – just south of lot 10) 

and constructed a wagon road to Cedar Lake and Cochrane’s Bay 

 

South Shore of the Lake 

• 1893: Rathbun Lumber Company and Peterborough Lumber Company purchase land for 

logging on the south shore 

• Reverts to the Crown 

• 1908: Clarence Bell purchased property on the south shore 

• Purchased by the Boltons 

• 1940’s access to the south shore opens via Albert and Jean Bolton’s farm to Bolton’s Bay 

[Big Cedar Lake Road?] 

• Shoreline portion of the property to the east then sold to Orval and Alfred Bolton 



 

North Shore 

• 1968 [1965] 4: Crown land on the north shore was put up for auction at the Apsley Fair 

Grounds as a Centennial Project  

• Access roads gradually improve as the cottage community around the lake increases 

• 1982: road to west end of the north shore was constructed 

• 1982: telephone service was introduced to the west end of the north shore 

 

 
4 the year stated in the book (1968) appears to be wrong (it was 1965) – if 1965 it could not have been a Centennial 

Project unless it was initiated in advance of 1967 


